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RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, 3 
Ana the thanks of this Society be given 0 Dr. 
danch or his Sermon preached | before them this 
o permit it to be publiſh- 
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PROSPECTS OF PROVIDENCE 


kkerterite THR 


CONVERSION-OF THE WORLD...” ©. 


— 2 | 8 by 
| ISAIAH Ixvi. 18, 194 20- 


all com#, that I will gather all nations, and tongues, 
and they ſpall come and ſee my glory. And I will ſet u fen 


among them ; and [ will ſend tbeſe that efcape of. them unis 
the nations; to Tarſbi ib, Pul, and Lud, that drany the Bow ; 
to Tubal, and Favan ; to the Net afar off, that have not 


 Btard m yy. fame, neither have feet my glory: ; and they all 


declare my glory among the Gen. And they Jhdll bring all 
your brethren, for an offering unto the Lord, out of all na- 
tions, pon horſess and' imchariotl; and in litters, and upon 


T0 mules, and upon fwift beaſts, to my holy mountain, Fernſalem, 
faith the Lord, as the ehildren of {ſrael bring an offering, in a 


clean veſſel, inio the houſe of the Lord. Aud I will alſo take 
of them for priefts, and for Levites, faith the Tord. | ; 


r has always been confideted; by khodgllefbl 
and inquiring men, as a very puzzling fact, 
that the doctrine of the goſpel, of ſo great im- 
portance, if not neceſſity, to the ſalvation of 
mankind, ſhould never hitherto have been uni- 


verſally known. No difficulty has been more 
frongly urged againſt 2 than "this, 


2 \ 


and, I am ſorry to ſay, that it has ſeldom receiv= 
ed a ſatisfying ſolution, becauſe the ſovereignty 
of God has ſeldom been ſufficiently admitted, in 
| accounting either for the extent of the publica- 
tion of the goſpel, or of its effects. The manner 
in which it has been attempted to ſolve it, by 
comparing the reſtricted publication of the gof- 
pel with the partial diſtribution of the common. 


natural 
for the! 
be inſiſ 


of the 
| gifts of providence, is truly unſatisfying; be- be- the po? 
= - - Cauſe no perſon ſuppoſes, that the ſcanty com- we con 


munication, or even the withholding of theſe, 
| OI. the. — of the ſoul for ever. 


But 1 mean not to enter upon this argu- 
ment at preſent. Let me only obſerve, that 
the abſolute ſovereignty+ of God, in the dif. 
penſation of his grace, will be moſt fully de- | 

monſtrated in the grand occurrences which © 
ſhall take place in the latter times of the 
church on earth. How is it poſſible to conceive, 
that the knowledge of Chriſt ſhall fpread over 
every land, and that all the ſyſtems of human 
policy, that oppoſe it, ſhall be brought down, 
hut by a diſpofition and order of things far be- 

yond the ability of the greateſt worldly poten- 


6 


tates to produce? Upon what principle can we 
ſappoſe, that doctrines which it has been the 
pride of human wiſdom every where to reject, 
ſhould be univerſally believed, but by a ſuper- 
natural preparation of the mind and heart 
for their reception? Indeed it is too evident, to 
be inſiſted upon, that the univerſal ſubmiſſion 
of the nations to Chriſt can only be the effect of 
the power and of the Spirit of God. And when 
we compare this with the narrow extent, and 
ſill more contracted influence of Chriſtianity in 
former times, the fact itſelf muſt convince us 
that God diſpenſes its ineſtimable priviſges, and 
all that grace with which he is pleaſed to accom- 


pany them, to. N e, and to 
ſon ſeverally a as he will 


Still, i even when all * ends of 
W he world are to turn unto the Lord, this is not 
to be accompliſhed without the uſe of human 
activity and exertion. The goſpel of the 
kingdom muſt be preached to every creature: 
For, as it is written; How ſpall they believe in him 
of whom they have not beard + and how ſhall. they 
bear without à preacher ? and how ſpall they * 
Pp they be ſent * ? | 


* Rom. x. 14, 15, 


| C @- 3 
When therefore God begins this glorious 
work, the firſt preparatory ſtep, we have every 
reaſon to ſuppoſe, will he to raiſe up men ful ad 
of Faith, and of the Holy Ghoſt, whom he will fend if 
forth upon the arduous enterprize, und whoſe | «+ 


vai 


tabouts he will wonderfully proſper. This is pre. 
ciſely the method which the remarkabls prophe. 
cy in the text informs us God will take. u. 
will fend thoſe that eſcape of them unto thi natians— 
that have net heard my fame, neither have ſeen my 
glory, and they ſhall declare my glory among the Gen. 


There ate, perhaps, few paflages of ſcripture 
that come more immediately home to the great 
concern and buſineſs of a Miſſionary fociety M .. 
than this. I have therefore ſelected it upon 7 
this occaſion, , that by the lights which it affords, iha 
I may attempt to open future proſpects of | 


providence reſpecting the glorious work of the 0 
converſion of the world to Chriſt The means is 
by which it ſhall be accowpliſhed—The extent ET; 
to which it ſhall reach ,—and the holy and Per 
bleſſed effects which ſhall be produced by it. *. 


Theſe, I have not a doubt, will N Toke 


n 


dance of the moſt perſuaſive arguments, to pre- 
vail with eyery Chriſtian to an WI beſt 


nn to rn r. 


Tbe. Poa which the rene contains, it 
muſt be confeſſed, like many others, is not 
without its difficulty of interpretation; ang it 
would require a much longer diſcuſſion than 
ve can beſtow upon it at preſent, to give it all 
that clearneſs of illuſtration of which it is ca- 
pable. One thing however! is evident, that it is 2 

prophecy which has not yet been fulfilled, al- 
though perhaps we may ſee reaſon to con- 
clude, in the progreſs of our obſeryations, that 
0 time of ko eee is s drawitg nigh. 


ke a wats to the return of the Jews from 
| the Babyloniſh captivity, nor to the ſubſequent 
rejection of that people for their unhelief, and 
the firſt preaching of the goſpel to the an 
It relates to a period far diſtant from theſe; 
period when they that loved Jeruſalem, and were 
accuſtomed to mayrn for her diſtreſſes, are called 
to rjeice, and to be glad with ber, that they may 
be 3 with the abundance ei ond r glory; or, 


. 
in the appropriate meaning of the Frophet's | Gor 
language, that they may be deligbtet bh the dhe 
buſtle of her multitude ; when the Lord ſhall -dif- den 
fuſe profperity io her like a river, and the multitude ier 
of the Gentiles like an overflowing Arean“. It ſeems 
to be introductory to that ne heavens and new | 
earth, which the Lord will create, and -which 
ſhall remain before bim; and to that happy ſtate 
of the Church, when it ſhall come 10 paſe, thut 
from one new moon to another, and from nd 8 ab. 
bath to another, all leſt ſhall come 10 worſhip Be- 
fore Ged. In a word, it ſtands nearly connected 
with the infliction of the awful judgements of 
God upon the enemies” of © his -peopte round 
about; When the Lord will come "with fre, and 
with. his chariots, like a whirlwind, 10 render his 
anger with fury, and his rebuke with Flames of fre 
** by fre, and boy his ſword, will the Lord plead 
with all fieſh ; 5 and the 5 f the Lord £ a * 


many f. 


But 2 as extraordinary deſctiption is im- 
mediately introduced. It delineates the charac: 185 
ter of 3 People profelling the true worlkip o 'of 1 ve 


"30 Wende 11, 12. + Verſe 155 26,” 
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Bod, and yet funk in the groſſeſt idolatry, and 
che moſt abominable practices. The ſcene is evi- 
dently laid in thoſe gardens which were an- 
ciently conſecrated to idolatrous purpoſes, and 
the features of their ſuperſtition are plainly of 


2 Jewiſn caſt. They are repreſented as ſanctiſy- 


ing tbemſelves, and purifying themſelves in the gar. 


den. eating fwines e * 27 N 


. PN 


«Buch a KS Shs cannot be ap- 


plied . to that people now, nor ever could 


fince their return from the Babyloniſh capti- 
vity ; for from that time forth idolatry, in every 
form, ſeems to have been the object of their great · 


eſt abhorrence. But every one muſtperceive; how 
- admirably the ſuperſtition and idolatry by 


which Chriſtianity has been debaſed, by the 


Man of Sin, are marked and characteriſed in 


this alluſive deſcription. One circumſtance is 
too ſtriking to paſs unobſerved. They are 
repreſented performing their abominable rites 


bobind one tree in the midſt, as if they had diſco - 


vered the tree of life in thoſe idolatrous gare 


. 


n 
dens. Ho- diftinQive a character 'of Auticheilt 5s 
is ery who not only arrogates the ineſtimable WM _. 
privilege of falvation to himſelf, but excludes. 
al the oppoſers of his enormous ſuperſtition. 
from the very poſſibility of attaining it? De- 
ſtruction is [denounced againſt him. and his vo- 
taries in this prophecy. They ſhall be conſum-. 
ed together," faith the Lord. For I Ente, or 
rather, I will viſit“, their works and their 
thoughts, when I come to gather all nations 
_ t 1 N and e come and ſee n ed ; 


as - 
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This, or ſome equivalent expreſſion, is probably the word 
that ought, here to be ſupplied. The prophecy, runs in 
threatenings « of this kind, and it not only gives a pertinent | 
meaning) and preciſely in the if pirit of what has formerly 
been declared, but it connects the different parts of che pro- 
phecy together. For I will ' viſit their | works asd thei 
thoughts, when J come 10 gather all nations and longus, c: 
I underſtand the participle here as referring to God, as hoth 
the Seyenty and the Vulgate have done: but the ſenſe will 
be the ſame, if we ſhould take it in a neuter ſigvification, 
coming, or when the time COME, to gather. all nations, &c. © 


ECE 


full degree of purity. They are not yet array- 


13 ) 


But prior to the time when this 1050 ven⸗ 
geance | {hall be executed, and this Dan 
of the Church of Chriſt ſhall be deſtroyed, we 
have reaſon to believe that God will prepare to 


„ r all ation and derte to bengld his 


that he wall fa n among. then, meaning 


theſe enemies of his whom he is ahout to de- 


| troy; and this is the ſign that he will give 


them, by which it may be known that their 
deſtruction is drawing nigh, be will ſend tig 
who eſcape of tbem to the nations. _ Chriſtian 
ſocieties may ſtill be conſidered as only in a ſtate 


of eſcape from the corruptions and tyranny of 


Antichriſt. They have not yet attained their 


ed in all that ſpiritual dignity and glory, with 
which they ſhall be afterwards adorned. They 
have not yet been able fully to aſſert that Hiberty 
wherewith Chriſt hath made them free. On 
the contrary, it is to be feared, that in ſome h 
inſtances, wiſhing to promote their ſecurity, 


5 by a miſtaken policy, they have only endanger- | 


ed themſelves the more. But eben in their 
preſent ſtate of eſcaping, God will accept of 


3 1 

Meſſengers from among them, whom he will 
fend to the nations, and to the iſles ofar of, ta da. 
elare his name among the Gentiles. 


' Obſerve then, Brethren, upon what a ſimple 
-and- eafy plan the grand deſign of the conver- 
ſion of the world ſhall be completed. It is not 
to be effected by the arm of power, as has been 
vainly and impiouſly attempted. The wiſdom 
and policy of this world ſhall never be honour- 
ed to produce it. It ſhall be accompliſhed by 

the preaching of the ſame deſpiſed truths by 
which the Apoſtles of the Lord began it. Theſe 
Mall be every where liſtened to with admiration, 
and received with joy. And, far from having 
loſt their efficacy through length of time, they 
ſhall be found, in experience, to be as-powerful 
in their. energy, and much more extenſive in their 
influence, than they have ever formerly been. 


The Meſſengers who ſhall ene according 

to this prophecy, are many. We find them ſent 
to the very extremities of the old world—a 
Tay, Puts or the Weſtern, aa of ER 
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893 
Pul'* and Lud, denoting Ethiopia, and the wide 
extent. of Africa - to Tubal and Fawdn; lignify- 
ing the · Northern parts of Aſia, and the country 
of ancient Greece, and tothe iſſes + afar off, denot- 


—_ 


—C__ — 


* I cannot think, with the learned Bochart, that Pul in 
here to be underſtood of a city in a ſmall iſland of the Nile, 
upon the upper border of Egypt, called by the ancients 
11. No good reaſon can be given why a place, not re- 
markable either for its diſtance of ſituation, or for 1 its magnt- | 


—tude, ſhould be ranked in this prophecy with great nations 
and countries in the remoteſt parts of the then known world. 
But when we conſider that Pul does not occur as the name 
of a place, or of a people, i in any other part of Scripture, and 


that Phut and Lud, or Ludim, are repeatedly mentioned to- 


| gether, i is it not probable that the name here is Phut, inſtead 
' of Pul, Us the old Oreck Tranſlators ſeem to have read it ? 


Phut then will denote Lybia, and Lud, Ethiopia. They 
were indeed both warlike nations; the former celebrated for 
the uſe of the ſhield ; the latter for that of the bow. 

I The word rendered ier, both here and in other places, 
ſignifies properly a region, or . country. Thoſe who are ac- 


quainted with the ancient Hebrew geography, need not to be 
told, that in many paſſages, it does not ſignify an iſland. For 
_- inſtance, Jer. ii. 10. we read of the iſles of Chittim. But, 


as Mede well obſerves, theſe could be no iſles, unleſs Macedo- 
nia were an iſland : and Ifaiah xx. 6. we read of the inhabi- 


tant of th, ie, meaning the land of Judea. 
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ing probably thoſe diſtant countries which lie 


upon the Indian ocean But we muſt not in- 


terpret this part of the prophecy in a ſtrict and 
literal ſenſe. The only coneluſion we can war- 


rantably draw from it is, that they were to car- 


ry the glad tidings of ſalvation far and wide 


among many people, living at a great diſtance 


from the ſeat of the Chriſtian Church, even as 
thoſe nations were wary remote from ancient 
2 OR b N * 


No regard de here t to bepaid to that favour- 


ite maxim with many, that the goſpel can only 
be fucceſsfully preached to a people already ina 
_ civilized ſtate. It i is certain that the firſt preach- 
ing of the goſpel to the nations of the world was 
not conducted upon any ſuch narrow principle. 
On the contrary, it is mentioned by ſome of the 
early apologiſts for Chriſtianity, as one of i its ho- 
nourable atchievements, that it had turned even k 
the moſt cruel and barbarous people into mild- 
neſs and docility. If any intimation is given, 


in prophecy, upon this point, it ſeems rather to 
reverſe the above-mentioned maxim. Were Pul 
and Lud, and Tubal and Tarſhiſh, civilized coun- 
tries in the days of this prophet * ? Fet God i is re · 


SBS Hoe IS. ER en 


E 


preſented 48 ſending meſſengers to them, to de- 
clare his glory among the Gentiles. Is there a 


more unfavourable manner of liſe for receiving 
inſtruction, than that of a people wandering a- 
bout, without any fixed reſidence? or is there 


any ſtate of ſociety more baſe than that of men 
living in caves and rocks of the earth? yet the 
glad tidings of the goſpel will make the villages, 
or cliftered tents, of Kedar to rejoice, and the 


inhabitants of mw rock to ſing. | ' 9} 


I have only o one thing further to take notice 
of, as a part of the plan of Providence in the 


converſion of the world, which is, that God will 
raiſe up perſons among theſe diſtant nations, to 


be public miniſters of religion, who ſhall not on- 


ly diſpenſe its ordinances i in thoſe places to which 
the meſſengers are ſent, but who ſhall likewiſe 


carry its precious doctrines as far as the affinity. of 
their language will permit them to be underſtood. 


This is intimated very plainly i in the DAY 


words: And I alſo will take of them for Priefts, and 
for Levites, faith the LORD. What a wonderful 


effect may we ſuppoſe this to have in the rapid | 


progreſs of the Goſpel? and what an animating. 
proſpect does it open to our view, of the aſtoniſh- 
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| ing increaſe of the church, which God will haſten 
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the Jewiſh Rabbies, underſtands it of camels, or dro 
But Parkhurft thinks that it denotes large panniers, 
kets; and that it expreſſes a mode of travelling which ſeems 
to have obtained among the ancient Eaſterns, and which 
is Rill uſed in the Eaſt, eſpecially when women and children are 


( 16') 


in its time, when a little one ſhall become 4 nn 


| V 


1 3 


8 With reſpec to the extent of: this Serious 
er we have every reaſon to think, that it will 


be univerſal. God ſays, in the text, that he will 
gather all nations, and they ſpall come and ſee his Glo- 
17. Beautiful is the manner in which their com- 
ing is here deſcribed. The highways and the paſ- 


ages, on every ſide, ſeem to be crowded with 


converts from all quarters; They are journey- 
ing upon horſes, and in chariots, and in litters, and 


pen mules, and upon fuift beaſts f. By means 


1 Fa — A” f 


„ i E. KS * 


ſaiah Ix. 22. 
| + The word which our tranfl@tors ner * the * 


| term ſwift beaſts, is of doubtful ſignification. The Vulgate ren- 


ders it carrucis (in cars) which Pagnin follows. Bochar' 


after 


27 


to be tranſported. They put them into large baſkets, flung 
over the backs of their camels, which are covered with a 


| cloth to keep them from the duſt and ſun. He doubts no: 


© 22 ) 
of all theſe various vehicles, they are flocking 
and preſſing on to Jeruſalem, ſolemnly to offer 
and dedicate themſelves to the Lord. What a 
throng, what a buſtle is here? and taking the 


| whole deſcription together, what a ſtrong inti- 
mation does it convey of a general MY to 


the Lord in every land! 25 


The concurrent t of prophecy confirms 
our belief of this gladdening truth. The R- 
. pzEMER's kingdom is repreſented as extending 
from ſea to ſea, and from the river to the ends of the 


earth, The kings of Tarſpiſb, and of the iſles, it is ſaid, 


Hall bring preſents to him. The kings of Sheba and Seba 
Hall ofer gifts. _ 7 ea, all kings ſhall fall down before. 
| | CE 


1 "BI" K 


but the furniture of Rachel's camel, Gen. xxxi. 34. into 


which ſhe had put the images which ſhe bad ſtolen, and was 
ltting upon them, was of this kind. | | 
It is proper here to obſerve, that all this is andy ſpok- 
en accordi ing to Jewiſh ideas, which is almoſt conſtantly the 
caſe, in the Old Teftament prophecies, and we are no more to 


imagine that there will be any real moving or journeying upon 
| this grand occaſion, than there was at the offering up of the 
5 Gentiles, which the apoſtle Paul ſpeaks of, and for which he 
Was fo anxious that it might be acceptable to God, being 


ſanctiſied by the Holy Ghoſt. Rom. xv. 16. 
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dawn of the ſame, the name of the Lord ſhall be great 
among the Gentiles. And in every place, incenſe ſhall 


be offered to his name, and a pure Mering, +. For 


in that day the Lord ſhall be king over all the earth, 


and there ſhall be one Lord, and his name one}. At that 


time likewiſe, not only the finne/s of the Gen- 
tiles Gall come in, but likewiſe the ancient people 
of God ſhall be reſtored, and fo al! Iſrael ſhall be 
faved ; as it is written, there ſhall come out of Zion 


the deliverer, and ſhall turn away ungodlineſs from 


Jacob '$. But what is moſt remarkable of all, 


even thoſe parts of the world which have been 


ſadly diſtinguiſhed as the abodes of the greateſt 


enemies of God, ſhall become the habitations of 


his friends. For, in that day, shall Iſrael be tht 


third with Egypt, and with Aria, even a "bleſſing 


in the midſt of the land, whom the LORD of HOSTS 
shall bleſs, ſaying, Bleſedbe Egypt, my people, and 
Aꝓria, the work of my hands, and Ifraet, mine in. 
heritance |. Ilow wonderful then the progreſs 
and influence of the truth, when it ſhall bring 


T Mal. i i. . I Zech. xiv. 9. 


$ Rom. xi. 26. ] Iſa. xix. 24. 25. 


him ; and all nations ſhall ſerve him *, And from 
the rifing of the Sun, 1t 1s declared, wnto the going 
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( 49 ) 
people of every kindred, and of every tongue; in- 
to ſubjection to Chriſt, removing their moſt rĩvet- 
ed prejudices, diſpelling the groſs darkneſs which 
covered them, and carrying at once illumination 
and conviction to the heart, 5 


But previous to this univerſal ſpread of the. 
goſpel, great changes muſt: undoubtedly take, 


place in the world. The pillars which have ſo long 


ſupported the enormous fabric of ſuperſtition, 
mult be ſhaken and deſtroyed. The tone cut out 
of the mountain, without hands, muſt trike the image 


in ſuch a manner as that 2h iron, the clay, the. 


braſs, the ſilver, and the gold ſhall be broken 0 
pieces together, and become like the chaff of the ſummer 
threshing-floers, and the wind shall carry them aways 
and no place shall be found for them. All thoſe ob-. 
ſtructions which have been a hindrance: to the: 
progreſs of the goſpel in former times, ſhall then 
be removed. Every valley thail be filled, and every: 


mountain shall be brought low +, and all the land 
hall become à plain, from. the one end io the others. 


that the living waters, going out from 2 
ny entirely cover it I. „ 


ws Dan. il. 34. . 7 Lal at 5. f Zech. xiv. 8. 10. 
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This univerſaldiffuſion of Chriſtianity, however, 
would be of little conſequence, were 1t only to 
communicate to men a name to live, while they 
are dead; as in many pretended converſions 
which have been made; or were it only to be fol- 
lowed byaform of godlineſs, deſtitute of its power, 
which is unhappily the character of the great bull 


of thoſe who at preſent profeſs it. Let us there- 
fore take a general view of the bleſſed and holy 


effects which ſhall then be produced by it. 


When we look back to the preachin g of the 


goſpel by the apoſtles of the Lord, we are filled 


with wonder and delight, in contemplating its 


transforming energy. Amiable, and holy, and 


| heavenly were the characters which it daily pro- 
_ duced. In them, every quality which could ex- 
alt and adorn humanity, was to be found; and 


great was the multitude of theſe ſons of God up- 
on the earth. Still, however, corruption was 
ſecretly working its counter effects. The old 
leaven was not entirely purged out. There were 


falſe profeſſors, and falſe brethren, who made a 


gain of godlineſs. Theſe were enemies within, 
more dangerous to the church, than thoſe who 


or * ms WI 7 . 


6 


were without ; and, alas! marks of her degene- 


| racy ſoon began to appear. 


But at that happy period, when the Lord 
ſhall plant the heavens anew, and lay again 
ce the foundations of the earth“, the triumphs of 
Chriſtianity ſhall be far greater than they have 
ever formerly been. In that day of the Re- 


deemer's power, 2 willing people ſhall come to 


him from every quarter, in the beauties of Holi- 


neſs ; and his ſpiritual progeny, thus purified, 


and thus ' adorned, ſhall be numerous, more 
than the drops of dew, coming from the womb 
of the morning t. Then alſo there ſhall be ne 


more the Canaanite in the houſe of the Lord f, for the 
People shall be all righteous ||. The exalted purity 


of that time is admirably deſcribed in the lan- 
guage of the ancient ceremonial, by the meaneſt 
veſſels in the houſe of the Lord being like the 
molt ſacred bowls before the. altar; and even the 
common furniture and buſineſs of life, are re- 
preſented as ſtamped with a ſacred character, and 
made holineſs to be Lord $. Men ſhall then act up- 


6 * -  PAE ex. 3. 425. 
Ila. E 21, = See Zech. xiv, 20, 21. 
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on more enlightened principles than they have 
ever formerly done, The prejudices under. 


which they have been held, ſhall be rooted out, 
and the whole church on earth ſhall be one great 


ſociety, united in the bonds of faith and love, 


and filled with comfort, and peace, and joy. 


A ſtate of ſuch extraordinary ſanctity muſt. 


no doubt be the effect of a more plentiful effuſion, 
of the Spirit from on High than has ever former- 
Ty been, But to this all the declarations of the 


Prophets witneſs. To his all. inſpiring energies 


they continually aſcribe it. How often do they 
announce ſuch promiſes as theſe? That God will 


then give unto his people @ heart to know him *. 
That he will give them one heart, and put a 


new Spirit within them + That he will then pour, 


out his Spirit upon their feed, and his bleſſing upon: 


their offspring . and that he will create Jeruſalem 
a rejoicing, and her people a joy F. | 


There is indeed great reaſon to delievs, that 
the extraordinary occurrences of Providence, 


* Jer. xxiv. wn 


Xt Iſa. xlir. 3. 


5 Ezek. xi. 19. 
8 Iſa. Ixv. 18. 
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which ſhall then take place, will have a powerful 
influence, by the bleſſing of God, in ſetting - 
home the truths of religion with prevailing effi. 
cacy upon the heart. When men {hall behold 

the awful judgments of heaven executed upon 
the enemies of the church of God, and the won- 
derful preſervation and deliverance which he 
willafford unto his choſen people: when they ſhall 
behold the Lord coming from afar, his lips full of 
indignation, and his tongue as a devouring fire, to fift 


the nations with the fieve of vanity, while his ſaints | 


are ſinging as in the night of a holy ſolemnity, and re- 
foicing in heart as one wwho goes with a pipe unto the 

mountain of the Lord ; then the haughty look will 
be humbled, the thoughtleſs will be filled with 
conſternation, an enterance will be' opened for 
the inſtructions of heavenly wiſdom, and a ſenſe 
of God, and of divine things, will fink down in- 
to the heart, and bring the ſoul in ſubjection 
under it. O! the ſecurity and happineſs which 
ſhall then univerſally prevail ! The voice of the 
oppretlor ſhall then no more be heard. Nation 


Hall no more lift up the fword againſt Nation, and 


the knowledge of war ſhall only be learned in 
the diſmal hiſtory of its devaſtation, and of its 
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( 24 ) 
horrors. Then perſons of the moſt ſavage and 


untractable diſpoſitions, ſhall become gentle and 


harmleſs. The Wolf and the Lamb ſhall feed to. 
gether, and the Lion ſhall eat ſtraw with the Bullock. 
They ſhall not hurt nor deſtroy in all God's holy moun- 
ain. 


Such are the proſpects of Previdence 
which-begin to open to our view reſpecting the 
glorious work of the converſion of the world to 

Chriſt.—It ſhall be accompliſhed upon the ſim- 
ple, but original plan of the preaching of the 
word of life to periſhing mortals, when God 
ſhall be pleaſed to accompany it with the demon- 
ſtration of the Spirit, and with power.—lts ex-. 


tent ſhall be univerſal, —and blefſed and holy will 
be the effects which ſhall be produced by it. 


4 — 


* I ſay nothing at preſent. of the enemies of God, who 


ſhall ill be found in the world notwithſtanding the univerſal | 


ſpread and prevailing influence of the goſpel, as I ſhall have 
occaſion afterwards, if it pleaſe God, to point out the peculi- 
arity of their ſituation, and the manner of their progreſs and 
increaſe, till they come up againſt the ſaints, at the end of 
the thouſand years, in number as the ſand of the ſea, 


„ 


SAY now, my Chriſtian friends and Brethren, 
how immenſely important the deſign of carrying 
the knowledge of ſalvation, with all its com- 
forts and hopes, to the benighted nations of the 
world ? You have been led to perceive, that this 
is the method which God will employ for raiſ- 


ing up a people to himſelf, out of every land, 


and for introducing the reign of univerſal righ- 
teouſneſs and peace, and you have every 
ground of aſſurance, that ſooner or later it will 
be carried on by his faithful and zealous ſervants 


upon the earth, What an animating motive. 
this to thoſe. who are concerned for the glory of 


God, and for the everlaſting intereſts of men, 
to attempt it? Bleſſed be his name, the ſcheme 


is already projected, in his wonder-working pro- 


vidence, embracing a wide extent of operation, 


in various quarters of the world, and I ſtand up 


this day moſt earneſtly to recommend it to all 

who hear me. Where indeed is that chriſtian - 

to be found, who would not wiſh this work of 

the Lord to proſper ? Conſider thoſe myriads of 

your fellow-mortals upon whom the light of the 
D 


3 ( 26 * 
3 | ae has never ſhone. They have the ſame that 
4  teelings of nature with yourſelves ; «the ſame fa. I in y. 
A culties of improvement ; the ſame dread of mi- of ſp 
1 ſery; the ſame deſire of happineſs, and capacity are 
i of enjoyment. But, alas! how "deplorable the your 
5 ſituation in which they are involved? They are that 
| 0 alienated from the life of God, through the ignorance by v 
H that is in them. They are even without God in the to d 
1 zvorld, and have no hope. In many inſtances, their 7 
1 religious conceptions are debaſed below the mean · B 
RB | eſt exerciſeof rationality. They are ſaying to a ſtoct, fitu 
; | Thou art my father, and to aftone, thou haſt brought me "hve 
[ Forth. They have ſcarcely any principle to reſtrain ' wor 
bi theircorruptdiſpoſitions. Nay, wickedneſsis incor- imp 
# | porated with the very fabric of their ſuperſtition, cons 
nt and they mingle the moſt inhuman practices wh 
"It eyen with their ſacred rites. What hope for fu- ty: 
4 turity can reaſon itſelf entertain reſpecting per- 5 
| j j ſons in ſuch a ſtate. Are they not in the utmoſt buy 
1 danger of periſhing for want of knowledge? and wa 
i how does chriſtian humanity feel in ſo affecting a 1 
Wl caſe? Could any perſon, with the common ſympa- bas” 
[ | thiesof nature about him, ſee one of theſeunhappy ſtat 
i creatures periſhing with hunger, while he had pre 
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miniſtering to his relief? How then is it poſlible, 


that with the bowels and mercies of Chriſt with- 
in you, you can contemplate that melancholy ſtate 


of ſpiritual indigence in which millions of them 
are ſo deeply funk, without contributing, by 


your moſt earneſt endeavours, to their receiving 


that heavenly proviſion, that divine reſtorative, 
by which they may be ſaved from going down 


to deſtruction, and made happy for ever? 


But perhaps it will hill be thought, | that their 
ſituation is by no means ſo deplorable as has now 


been repreſented. Has not every perſon in the 


world, it may be aſked, his talent given him to 
improve? Are not a man's ſervices accepted ac- 
cording to what he hath, and not according to 
what he hath not? and will not the God of equi, 


ty and mercy make every proper allowance for 


the diſadvantages under which they labour, and 
accept of their well meant endeavours, in the 


way of duty, however erroneous the principle 
from whence they proceed? Why thenſhould they 


be conſidered as in fo very helpleſs and forlorn a 
ſtate ? All this, and a great deal more has been 
preſumed vpon the point before us; and indeed 
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it is no way ſurpriſing, that ſuch fentiments 


ſhould be entertained by thoſe who conceive 


chriſtianity to be little or nothing more than a 
republication of what is called the law of nature. 
Such perſons muſt ſee little peculiarity in that 
ſcheme, to render it eſſential to the ſalvation of 
men, although very inconſiſtently with this (for 
error is always inconſiſtent) there are none who 
ſpeak more highly, at times, of the beneſits to 
be derived from the knowledge of it. 


But far Kfferent will be the judgment of thoſe 
who believe the goſpel to be what it really is, the 


only ſcheme of recovery for a ruined world, by 


which alone ſinners can be ſaved from everlaſt- 


ing perdition; and a ſcheme too of ſo deeply my- 
ſterious and ſingular a character, that nature's 


light is altogether unable. to diſcover it. Is not 


this what the whole tenor of ſcripture uniform- 
Iy declares * Are we not aſſured that there is no o- 


ther name, under heaven, given among men, by which 

we muſt be ſaved, but the name of Chri/t ? that 

neither is there ſalvation in any other * ? that there 

is no acceſs to God but through his mediation, 

for no man cometh to the Father but by him+? and 
*Acts iv. 12. + John xiv. 6. 
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that by his ſacrifice, and merits alone, pardon 


and peace are diſpenſed to the guilty ? and like- 
wiſe all that ineſtimable grace, by which, from 
being the ſlaves of Satan, they become the ſons 


of God * ? This marvellous plan is alſo de- 


clared to lie beyond the reach of every created 
power of invention. Therefore it is called, © the 
« wiſdom of God in a myſtery+;** and it is repre- 
ſented as containing thoſe © deep things of God,” 


which could only be ſearched out by his Spirit. 


For as no man knoweith the things of a man, ſave 


the ſpirit of man that is in him ; even ſo, the things 


of God knoweth na one but the Spirit of God 1. 


Pondering theſe reflections in your thoughts, 
can you heſitate for a moment to acknowledge 
that the ſituation of thoſe who are deſtitute of 
the goſpel, muſt be melancholy and forlorn in- 
deed? They are ignorant of the only method 
in which ſinners can be ſaved. They are ſtran- 
gers to the only channel of acceſs by which they 


can draw near unto God, and to the only way 


in which they can offer an acceptable ſervice to 
him. How then can you ſhut up your bowels 


* See Eph. c. ii. throughout, and 1 John v. 11, 12, and iii. 2. 
＋ I Cor. ii. 7 1e 
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means for their relief, which God, in his provi- 


ca 3 


of compaſſion from them? or withhold: thoſe 
dence, is now ſo loudly calling you to impart ? 


What a croud of arguments ruſh into the 
mind, in the contemplation of this intereſting 


ſubject? Are you moved by a regard to the glo- 
ry of that Almighty Jehovah whom you profeſs 


to ſerve? where is it fo illuſtriouſly diſplayed as 
in the croſs of the Redeemer ? nay, how can it 
otherwiſe be rightly perceived or underſtood ? 
Spread the knowledge of this wondrous doctrine 
then, and you ſpread the knowledge of his glory 
wherever it goes. Do you feel an ardent deſire 


for the honour of that Saviour who died for you, 
and who roſe again? and will you not cheerful. 


ly contribute to the extent and to the triumphs 
of his kingdom upon the earth? Are you grieved 


for that corruption, both in principle and prac- 
tice, in which the nations of the world are ſo 


deeply ſunk? Do you mourn for the degradation 
of loſt humanity in ſuch a ſtate? and do you 
utter even a filent, but fervent, wiſh for its re- 


covery to happineſs and to God? then ſurely 


you cannot but rejoice in forwarding a deſign, 
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(2625 
which has this for its noble and generous object, 
and from which alone an effect of ſuch vaſt 
importance and magnitude, both for time and 
for eternity, can be expected. 


But perhaps you will figure many diſcourage- 
ments and difficulties in the way? Perhaps your 
imagination. will call up perils which may ariſe 
in the execution of this great deſign, from the 
policy of the world, from the ſea, from climate, 


* . from an ignorant and ſavage people, from the 
ry enmity of Pagan prieſts, who will uſe every en- 
— deavour to defeat it, and from many other cau- 
u, I ©; and what is the conſequence? Is it that we 
ul. | ſhould delay the undertakin 8 till a More conve- 


hk; nient ſeaſon? Rather fay, it ſhould be delayed for 
ever. For if we muſt wait till all theſe dangers 


5 are removed, then it is plain it can never be at- 
10 tempted. But let me beſeech you to conſider 
3 that the enterpriſe is the Lord's. He has put it 
1 into the hearts of his ſervants, and of his people, 

and therefore there is no reaſon to deſpair of all 


that protection and ſuccour which are neceſſary 
! © carry it into effect. Is not he who turneth wiſe 
men backward, and maketh the counſel of the prudent 
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ro pert iſp, able to fruſtrate every device- that can 
be formed againſt it? Is not he, who in the days 
of his humiliation, rebuked the 2winds, and the ſea, 


and they obeyed him, well able to carry his meſſen- 


gers ſafe to thoſe far diſtant countries to which 


they are bound ? and how eaſily can he,; who 


hath the hearts of all men i in his hand, and turn. 
eth them like the rivers of water, gain them favour 
in the ſight of the inhabitants, and make even ene. 


mies themſelves to be at peace with them? Letthe 
murmur. of difidence then be for ever ſilent; 
and while you honour the Lord with your ſub. 


ſtance for promoting this grand undertaking, 
cry carneſtly to him for a plentiful effuſion of 


his Spirit to attend it, by which es it can be 
crowned with face. 


23 
1 
8 
*q, 


”, 


ace of the very eee Appearances, 


from which we may derive encouragement in 


this arduous enterpriſe. By the general conſent 
of propliecy, the reign of antichriſt is now haſ- 


tening to an end. The aſpect of providence, for 


ſome time paſt, has quickened our expectation 
of his fall, This will pave the way for the o- 


ver 
this 
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verthrow of every ſyſtems by which the empire 
„f iniquity and error has been maintained; and 
this again vi be ſues os die 

oulneſs and wrath, 


* 


4 


L How: reafontble* to Wppek, ne before 
theſe grand occurrences,” the nations ſhould be 
in ſome meaſure” prepared for the general inga- 
thering, by the incorruptible ſred of the word 


being ſcattered from place to place among them! ? 


and how-remarkable the fa&; that in the very i in- 


terval of time, when this might be expected, 


proviſion ſhould be actually making for it, upon 
the moſt extenſive plan, engaging at once the 
attention and the hearts of Chriſtians, beyond 
any thing of the kind that has ever formerly been 
propoſed? But what makes it ſtill more remark- 
able and aſtoniſning; it has taken place in cir- 
eumſtances which, to all human apprehenſion, 
mult have appeared to be of a very unfavourable 
nature. I ſpeak not of the ſhaking of kingdoms, | 
nor of a any of thoſe civil principles and maxims by 


Which the nds of the people have been ſo 


greatly agitated. But 1 ſpeak of the decline of 


religion; of infidelity ſpreatling i its baleful 520. 
E 


(: 34: 3 
ence ; of the alarming progreſs of diſſipation and 
profanity among us; and of that diſcriminating 
feature, by wbich our character, 25 @ people, is 
now ſo generally marked, and to which ſcarcely; 
any diſapprobation is affixed, —the. ſoul entirely 
abſorbed i in ſchemes... of buſineſs and pleaſure, ſo 
that | there is neither time nor inclination to think 
of its everlaſling concerns. Who could have i- 
magived, that at a ſeaſon ſq. chilling 40 every 
pious ſentiment, ſuch a. ſirong exertion fhould 
be made for the extenſion of the Redeemer's 
kingdom upon the; earth, and for brioging mul- 
titudes of precious but fz ſonls to the 
knowledge of him! 


What an 1 is this to the hand 
of the Lord is here? And when he begins 
his wonderful operations, in ſo extraordinary 
a manner, may we not indulge the hope, that 
the lime ta favour Zion, the ſet time is came: Indeed 
the long expected period, of the renovation of 
the w world, ſeems faſt advancing. The ſigns of its 
approach begin to appear. 01 delightful and. 
animating proſpect ! What glory will it occaſion 
to Gop in the higheſt ? ? What ſerenity and peace 


de- 44 ien 


on earth ? Afiſe, O Lord! Let thy work appear 


before thy ſervants, and let the whole earth be filled 
with -thy glory!“ Let the prayers of thy people 
come up before thee as incenſe, that the. great 


voices may ſoon be heard, ſaying, Alleluta, for the 
LOR D COD Oninipotent reigueth. Let us be glad, 


and rejoice, and give honour to him; for the narriag 


- 


HA the LAMB is cont, * and Amen. 
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C Auguſt, 12, 1796. © 
TREE attempt to illuminate the darkened na- 
tions of the world with the knowledge of the 
goſpel, is ſtrongly ſitted to impreſs the mind by 


the greatneſs of the conception, and to rouſe 
and animate the ſoul, by the inſinite importance 


of the object. It is indeed the nobleſt effort of 


human benevolence, and it muſt be the ferious 
concern of every chriſtian, that it may be carried 
Ween 77: DAE S 5 
Ages have elapſed ſince the purity of chriſtian 


doctrine and worſhip have been reſtored, and a 


ſpirit of zeal revived upon true ſcriptural ground, 
for the intereſts of the Redeemer's kingdom, 
and the ſalvation of men; and yet little, too 
little, has been done in this arduous work. It 
muſt be acknowledged, that during the earlier 


part of that period, the ſtate of the chriſtian 


_ churches would ſcarcely admit of any meaſures 
being taken reſpecting it. At that time, they 
were fo much occupied with ſettling their own 


internal order, and defending themſelves againſt 


their enemies, and likewiſe with their own un- 
happy differences, that they had no leifure to 
turn their attention to more diſtant. objects. 
But wonderful are the ways of Providence! even 
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then when the zeal of his people ſeemed to run 
in a different channel, God found means of ſend- 
ing the knowledge of ſalvation to the heathen. 
A body of chriſtians in England, forced from 
their native land by the perſecutions which they 
ſuffered, found an aſylum upon the diſtant ſhores 
of America. This opened a door for the preach- 
ing of the goſpel to the poor natives of the 
country. Holy Eliot, a man of a truly apoſtolic. 
ſpirit, having, with great application, acquired 
their language, undertook the work, and ſpent 
the: beſt of his labours among them, with 
very encouraging ſucceſs, for upwards of forty” 
years. This work was carried on afterwards by 
men like minded, ſome of whom had been hisfellow 
labourers, whoſe memory will be always dear to 
the pious ; particularly Boum, Fitch, Goukin, 
and old Mayhew, who was not only remarkable 
for his own indefitigable labours, but for having 
ſons and grandſons engaged in the work; .and 
latterly by the Brainards and others. It has re- 
ceived aid both from the ſociety in England for 
propagating the goſpel in foreign parts, and 
the ſociety in Scotland for propagating chriſtian 
1owledge, and is ſtill continued. | 
Much about the time when theſe ſettlements 
took place in America, a Daniſh colony went 
forth to India, and ſettled at Lranquebar on the 
Coromandel coaſt. But nothing ſeems to have 


been done by that people for propagating the 


goſpel in thoſe parts, till the year 1706, when. 
two miſſionaries were ſent there, who were in a 
ſhort time followed by three more, and though, 
for upwards; of ſixteen years, they received 
ſcarcely any further aſſiſtance from home, yet, 


by the middle of this century, nine thouſand na- 


$ 38:3. 


tives, it is ſaid, had left their heatheniſh impl.' 
eties and ſuperſtition, and betaken chenfelves 
to Chtiſt for ſalvation, and in ſome accounts 
they are now reckoned to amount to double the 
number. When the Dutch obtained fettlements 
in India, they did not neglect to inſtruct the 
inhabitants in the knowledge of Chriſt 3 
and their labours in that work, during the laſt 
century, are {aid to have been attended with 
great ſucceſs. 
In the former part 92 this century, john Egede, 
a miniſter in Norway, began to preach the goſpel 
to the ignorant and favage Greentanders, not 
without conſiderable effect. He was afterwards 
aſſiſted by three other miſſionaries. Young 
men likewiſe were educated for this work under 
the care of his fon Paul; and feveral books of 
ſcripture were tranſlated into the Greenlandic 
language, and printed for the uſe of that people. 
But amidſt the various attempts to ſpread the- 
knowledge of Chrift in different corners of the 
world, the wretched Africans feem all along to 
have been ſadly neglected, while mary of them 
have been eee to ſo ſhocking a treatment, 
from men who are called Chriltians, that the 
very idea or name of Chriſtianity, it is to bc 
feared, will be regarded by them with abhor- 
rence. The Dutch are faid to have had feven 
churches at the Cape of Good Hope, but what 
they have done refpeRing the converſion of the 
groſsty ignorant natives, does not appear. The 
Moravian brethren, however, have attempted to 
preach the goſpel among them. The zeal of 
this ſociety bak been very eres. Their miflion- 
aries have penetrated into the moſt inhoſpitable 
regions. They have carried their inſtructions 


(nm) 


to an amazing extent, and to the inhabitants of 
the moſt. oppoſite climates ; to Caribbs and to 
Greenlanders, to Tartars and to Caffres, to the 
ladian nations of America, and to the Efquimaux. 
The hiſtory of their travels is at once curious 
and intereſting, and of ſotoe of the countries 
where they have ſojourned, they have given us 
almoſt the only. valuable accounts. TO LLEM 3 
It is much to be hoped, that the benevolent 
Sierra Leone Company, who. have introduced 
the goſpel into that part of Africa where tlteir 
colony is fettled, may he happily inſtrumental 
A in opening 2 door for it into the adjoining coun» 
Fo wy. The proſpect already opens. The Baptiſt 
ot i fociety are now availing themſelves of their friend - 
ly influence, in endeavouring to penetrate, by 
5 If their mifionarics, into that dangerous quarter. 
1 The exertions of theſe Chriſtians for the propa- 
-  W gation of the goſpel are intitled to high com- 
ic wendation. They have carried its bleſſed meſſage, 
. with a primitive ſimplicity, and fer vour, to the 
be Hindoos of the Egſt. Indies, and to the Negro 
Pt llayes in the Weſt, _ Tr | 
ay Such are the endeavours which have hi- 


m therto deen made in this grand undertaking, 


* and which, in the. tender mercies of God, 

4 have proſpered to 2: very encouraging de- a 
© Lree. The deſign, however, is ſlill in its in- 

$f tincy. It muſt be carried on upon a general and 

8 united plan, more extenſively engaging the at- 

of tention; and concern of Chriſtians, betore we can 


5 hope for the glorious and promiſed effect. There 
is reaſon: to believe that a ſpirit of this kind will 
f be rouſed for promoting it; ſuch a ſpirit indeed 
begins already to appear. The plan has been 
propoſed. Its principles are liberal and evange- 


64 /)) 
lic. Its field is the empire of darkneſs.” It de- 
plores particularly the wretched condition of the 
Pagan nations, and ſeeks to relieve them. lt 


looks to Chriſtians every where for ſuccour, and 


to God for direction and ſucceſs, It was con. 
certed at London in the month of September 
laſt; There, miniſters and private 'Chriſtians; 
of various denominations, both of the city and 
from a diſtance, aſſembled, and forgetting their 
ſmaller differences of religious opinion, united 
with uncommon ardour in the grand undertak. 
ing, and formed a ſociety, in that great centre 
of intelligence and operation, for carrying it in. 


to effect. The hiſtory of their tranfactions, and 


of the devotional exerciſes which accompanied 
them, is intereſting and ſolemn. I cannot give 
a better idea of it, than by a ſhort abſtract in 
their own natural but ĩimpreſſivè language. 


On the twenty-firſt day of September, at the 


appointed place of meeting, there appeared a ve- 
ry numerous and reſpectable aſſembly of mini- 
ſters and private Chriſtians; an aſſembly whole 
aſpect indicated ſeriouſneſs, ardour, and harmo- 
ny worthy of ſo great an occaſion. After ſome 
remarks reſpecting the agency of the bleſſed Spi- 
rit of God, in uniting and harmonioufly animat- 


ing all his children, and bringing them to concur 


in important public exertions, a number of let- 
ters from miniſters in the country were read, 
and it appeared that a zealous union of ſpirit, in 
favour of the attempt to enlighten the Hea- 
then, prevailed not only in the aſſembly preſent, 
but among ſerious Chriſtians throughout the I- 
land. The Reverend Mr. Haweis then repre- 
ſented to the meeting the practicability of find- 
ing proper miſſionaries, and read ſome very 
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ſtriking letters from perſons who have gene- 
rouſly offered themſelves to this arduous ſervice. 
Then the meeting, by an unanimous lifting up 
of hands, declared their warm approbation of the 
deſign to eſtabliſh a ſociety for ſending miſſiona- 
ries to heathen and unenlightened countries. An 
overpowering pleaſure attended in the breaſts of 
many at the paſſing of this important reſolu- 
tion. On the twenty-ſecond, and the two fol- 
lowing days, there were ſucceſſively held, in va- 
rious parts of the city, {ix ſolemn aſſemblies for 
worſhip. They were all exceedingly crowded, 
and great numbers of perſons were unable to 

in admiſſion. The animated ſolemnity, unity, 
and zeal of theſe great aſſemblies; the ſpirit with 
which they were enlivened to the laſt, and the 
ſolid effects, in overflowing liberality for the ad- 
vancement of the work in view, make it appar- 
ent that God himſelf hath been the primary au- 
thor of theſe movements. About two hundred 
. miniſters were preſent. Thoſe who preached, 
prayed, and engaged in other parts of the ſervi- 
ces, were much aſſiſted in their work; pleaſure 
and delight ſeemed to fill every mind, and we 
have reaſon to believe that theſe ſolemn days 
will long be remembered with ſatisfaction and 
praiſe. The intervals of worſhip were employ- 
ed in conſtituting the ſociety, of which the fol- 
lowing is The Plan: 5 | 

I. The Name—Tns Missionary SOCIETY. 

II. TheOtjzet—The ſole object is to ſpread the knowledge 
of Chriſt among heathen and other unenlightened nations. 

III. The Members —Perſons ſubſcribing one Guinea, or 
more, annually—every benefactor making a donation of ten 
pounds — one of the executors, on the payment of a legacy a- 
mounting to fifty pounds, or upwards ; and miniſters, or o- 


ther repreſentatives of congregations in the country, which 


ſubſcribe or collect for the uſe of the Society five pounds 
annually, 


F 
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IV. General Mectingo— To be held annually in London 
oh the ſecond Wedneſday of May, and oftener if neceſſary 
to chuſe a Treaſurer, Directors, Secretary, and Collector 
and to receive reports, audit accounts, and deliberate on wins 


farther ſteps may beſt promote the object of the Society.— At 


every fuch meeting one ſermon, or more, ſhall be preached | 
by one or more of the aſſociated miniſters, and notice given, 


as is uſual on ſuch occaſions ; the Preſident for the day ſhall 
open and conclude the meeting with prayer, and ſign ute mi- 


nutes of the proceedings.—All matters propoſed ſhall be de. 


termined by the majority of the members preſent. 
V. The Direction To conſiſt of as many Directors, an- 


nually, choſen out of its members, as circumſtances may re. 


quire.— At the firſt meeting twenty-five ſhall be elected, with 


power to aſſociate with themſelves ſuch an additional number, as 


may be judged by them expedient, when the extent of the Society 
is aſcertained.— Three fifths, and no more, of theſe Directors 
ſhall reſide in or near London; where all monthly meetings 
ſhall be held for tranſaRing the buſineſs of the Society. Not 
leſs than ſeven ſhall conſtitute a board, For greater facility 
and expedition they may ſubdivide into committees for manag- 
ing the Funds, conducting the correſpondence, making re- 
ports, examining ' miſſionaries, directing the miſſions, Ec. 
but no act of theſe committees ſhall be valid till ratified at a 
monthly mecting.—No expenditure exceeding C. 100. ſhall 
be made without conſulting all the Directors, or C. 500 
without calling a general meeting of the Subſcribers.—Annual 
vubſcribers of C. 10 or upwards, and benefaQors of C. 100 
or more, may attend, if they pleaſe, with the Directors, at 
any of the monthly meetings.—On any emergency the Direc- 
tors ſhall call a general meeting of the Society, to whom their 
arrangements ſhall he ſubmitted : Nor ſhall they enter upon 
a new miſſion till they obtain the general concurrence. 
FI VI. The Funds—Arifing from donations, legacies, ſub- 
criptions, collections, c. ſhall be lodged as ſoon as collec- 
ted, in the hands of the Treaſurer. The Directors ſhall 
place in the public Funds all monies ſo paid, whenever they 
exceed C. 300 until they are required for the uſe of the miſſi- 
on ; excepting it appears to them prejudicial to the intereſts 
of the Society. | | 
_ ae Salaries.— The Secretary ſhall receive ſuch a ſalary 
e Directors may appoint; but the Directors themſelves 
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bo the buſineſs of the Society without any emolu- 
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countenance and ſupport of ſeriousperſons among 
us in a high and unexampled degree. Indeed 
their hearts are wonderfully opened to it, and a 
ſpirit of zeal, for advancing it, blazes forth in 0 
almoſt every corner of the land. Numerous Miſ- 
ſionary Societies are already formed, and are 
daily increaſing, moſt of them in connection 
with the great Society in London, and all in 
friendly correſpondence and co-operation with 
it. God in his providence has hitherto, in every 
reſpect, remarkably favoured the deſign, and 
particularly, in enabling his ſervants to bring 
matters to ſuch a meaſure of forwardneſs in ſo 
ſhort a ſpace. The loſs of time is an ineſtimable 
loſs in a buſineſs of this kind, when poor blinded 
ſinners are dropping into eternity every day. It 
mult therefore give pleaſure to every Chriſtian 
to be informed, that, at London, about thirty 
approved miſſionaries are now in a ſtate of pre- 
paration for this great and difficult work, and 
are expected ſoon to depart, accompanied with 
the prayers of thouſands, to thoſe diſtant coun- 
tries where they are to begin their labours. The 
Society, at their firſt great annual meeting, on 
the ſecond Wedneſday of May, unanimoully re- > 
ſolved to ſend them out in a ſhip of their own. 
Otaheite, and its neighbouring iſlands, are fix- 
ed upon as the place of their deſtination ; iſ- 
lands which, by the lateneſs of their diſcovery 
ſeem as if they had ſtarted up from the deep to 
receive the invaluable bleſſing. Here it is pro- 
per to obſerve, that the ſame zeal and unanimi- 
1 ty appeared, at this general meeting, as at the 

$ former; the ſame elevation of ſentiment, and 
the ſame fervent piety and love. Their public 
aſſemblies were crowded with worſhippers, and 
with even a greater number of Miniſters than 
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before; many of whom had travelled far to 


give a ſecond attendance upon this truly great | 


and intereſting buſineſs ; and it is particularly 
remarked, that the congregation, at Surry 
Chapel, was uncommonly affected, while Mr, 
Gardner, one of the Miſſionaries, was conclud- 
ing the ſervice with prayer. A circumſtance of 
this kind muſt indeed have called up many ten- 
der feelings in every ſerious mind. | 

The courſe of correſpondence enables me 
to add a ſtill further detail, which I give 
in the words of the well informed and wor- 
thy Secretary, by whom it was communi- 
cated. *© Since the general meeting,” ſays 
he, © our attention has been engaged in fol- 
* lowing up the reſolutions then adopted, to 
„ make the experiment of a miſſion to the 
* South-Sea iſlands, on a larger ſcale than at firſt 
* was intended; by ſending a greater number 
of Miſſionaries, and placing them in three or 


“four diſtinct ſituations, at ſome conſiderable 
© 


* 


„Gentlemen, in the direction, are much en- 


gaged about ſecuring a proper veſlel for the 


th 


expedition. Proviſion is likewiſe making of 


* a variety of articles, proper to be ſent to en- 


gage the notice and favour of the natives of 
ce the iſlands. We have alſo been much em- 
* ployed in the examination of freſh candi- 
dates. The union of the leading people of 
ail denominations, concerned in this inſtitu— 
tion, appears more firmly cemented than 
ever, in reference to this miſſion. Some have 
been afraid, leſt a partiality for the South-Sea 
lands ſhould carry the attention of the So- 
ciety too much away from the more populous 
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and central ſituations in the kingdom of 
darkneſs. But they concur heartily in the 
preſent attempt, hoping that ſoon meaſures 
will be purſued for bending the force of the 
Society towards ſome places in India or elſe- 
where, where a nearer approach may be made 
towards the general illumination of the world. 
We have lately had a confirmation of our fa- 
vourable ideas, reſpecting Otaheite, by a con- 
verſation with Capt. New, who commanded 
the Daedalus, the laſt veſſel that has been 
there from this country, and there is all the 
probability that could be wiſhed for, of a fa- 
vourable reception among that people. Eve- 
ry thing wears the appearance of being the 
effect, in ſome degree, of a divine combining 
and ſtimulating influence ; and the wheels of 
Providence ſeem to keep .pace with the ſupe- 
rior movements of peculiar grace. I mult, 
however, requeſt you, to remind our ſerious 
friends, that the great work is yet to be 
done. The attempt is about to be made. 
That it may be rendered ſucceſsful, by a real 
revelation of the Arm of JEHOVAH, let us 
continue to cry to him day and night. Let 
us ſink lower and lower in humiliation be- 
fore him, and let the earneſtneſs of our ſup- 
plications increaſe as the period of our Miſ- 
ſionaries going forth to the ſcene of exertion 
and trial approaches; and let us not think 
ſome years of prayer, faith, and patience, too 
much to be beſtowed on the ſalvation of 
thouſands of our fellow ſinners, whole pre- 
ſence in heaven, in connection with our 
humble endeavours, will ſweeten and brigh- 
ten it to all eternity.” | 

Many intereſting and excellent obſervations 
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are to be found in Dr. Hawies's Miſſionary in- 
ſtructions now publiſhed, which are worthy of 
high commendation, and which are rendered 
ſtill more valuable by the very curious remarks 
of Mr. Latrobe, one of the Moravian brethren, 
poſſeſſed of much ſolid information, from the 
vaſt experience of that Society in miſſionary at- 
fairs. From this publication we learn, that the 
Daedalus having touched at Otaheite, in her 
way from Nootka-Sound, to bring ſome live 
ſtock to Port-Jackſon, found, to her ſurpriſe, 
nine men on that iſland, who had been the 
crew of a South-Whaler belonging to Calvert 
and Co. They were ſhipwrecked on a reef in 
the South-Seas, from whence, in their long- 
boat, they had reached the iſland. They had 
been eighteen months there, were married, and 
ſettled among the natives, tatoved and admit- 


ted into the order of nobles. From various 


conſiderations Dr. Haweis is led evidently to 


conclude, that this alſo is one of the providen- 


tial ſteps leading to the accompliſhment of the 
great deſign ; and ſpeaking of the tranſlation 
of Scripture into the Otaheitian language; 
which this circumſtance will certainly haſten, 
he adds, Can I but feel a facred glow, when I 
think that the firſt chapter of St. John's Goſpel 
may be read in Otaheite before another year ex- 
pires.” One of the Miffionaries is already ex- 
pert in the art of printing, which he has ac- 


quired with extraordinary quickneſs. We have 


a ſpecimen of his proficiency in anether little 
Treatiſe publiſhed by the fame author, of which 
he was the ſole compoſitor. 

But I muſt not omit to take notice of ſome 
other remarkable circumftances reſpecting the 
preſent miſſion, for the uſe of thoſe who have 
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not acceſs to more full information. When 
the propoſal was firſt communicated, it fell into 
the hands of a reſpectable Gentleman (Capt- 
Wilſon) who had been long in India; had com- 
manded a veſſel eleven years; had made a com- 

tent fortune, and returned to England to en- 
joy it, where a gracious LoxpD found him, and 
brought him to the knowledge of that ſalva- 
tion, which is better than thouſands of gold 
and ſilver.“ He was greatly ſtruck with the de- 
ſirableneſs, and practicability of the attempt, 
and felt a ſuggeſtion riſing inſtantly in his 


| mind, Should my help be needful for the execution 


F the deſign, am I willing to ſacrifice the comforts I 
enjoy, and without the proſpect f any addition ie my 


fortune, which I neither ſeek nor want, once more to 


embark upon the ſtormy ocean? He pondered. the 
ſtrange and unexpected thought. The reſult 
of his deliberation bound him over to the im- 
portant ſervice, and relinquiſhing his eaſe, and 
his worldly comforts, he has now taken the com- 
mand of the ſhip, which is to carry the Miſſiona- 
ries to the appointed place of their labours *. 
Another remarkable circumſtance appears 
upon the Society's minutes of June 13.—the 
proſpect of Mr. Dawes to accompany and ſuper- 
intend the miſſion, to which the Directors look 
forward with much ſatisfaction and delight. 
This Gentleman firſt went out with Governor 
Philips to Botany Bay, in the capacity of an 
officer. He was brought to the knowledge of 
God, under the miniſtry of Mr. Johnſton. On 
his return to England he was immediately ap- 
pointed Governor of Sierra Leone, but Africa 
does not agree with his conſtitution. He is a 


* gee Haweis's Memdir, annexed +o-the London Miſ- 
ſionary ſermons of laſt year, 
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man'of ſingular piety, of great ſcientific know. 


ledge, and of a miſſionary ſpirit; and, from his 
reſidence among Heathens for ſeveral years, is 
well qualified to treat with them. Such extra. 
ordinary incidents cannot fail to excite vert 
pleaſant refletions in every ſerious mind. 

may be proper to add, that a number cf bien 


failors offered their ſervices early. upon this oc. 


caſion; and that a pious Sur eon has likewiſe 
-been found; who will act both in the character 
a A Miſſionary; and in his profeſſional capacity. 
Attempts were. repeatedly made to purchaſe 

A 4 ip for the expedition. But the Committee 
in every inſtance were outbid ; ſhips, for ſome- 
time paſt, having been exceedingly ſcarce, and 
their prices extra vagantly high. At length, af. 
ter many diſappointments, they were ſucceſsful 
in this important part of the bufineſs. Every 
thing therefore haſtened on 'apace. The veſſel 


was fitted out, the Miſſionaries were ſet apart 


to their diſtinguiſhed office, by ſolemn and pub- 
lic prayer;and have probably already failed under 
cover of the convoy of an Eaſt-India fleet. Let the 
friends of Jeſus follow them in their hearts, with 


ole eſt ſupplications for their protection andſuccels 


The plan which has been adopted, of carry- 
ing on the work by ſettling little Chriſtian co- 
lonies in different parts, I have always greatly 
approved. It ſeems excellently fitted, by the 


bleſſing of God, to anſwer the great delign, and 


poſſeſſes many advantages, which 'will readily 
occur to thoſe who attentively conſider it. 
When the miniſters of the goſpel have been in- 


ſtructing the people in the way of ſalvation, 


theſe will ſucceed their endeavours in private, 


by t their holy example, by their clevated i 
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The The. rity 91 th idle after this. miſſion 
is gone. It 5 5 55 it will ſpeedily be ſucceed- 
8 by many Rieu Indeed miſſions are already 


hg contemplation to various other parts, to Ma- 


SAR the Welt Indies, and the north- 
1555 of Caſpian. Sea. The Eaſt Indies 


vel bave Ren thougbt of, and circumſtan- 


ces have. lately occurred, which. will robably 
make: an opening for one or two miſſions into 
Aide 2 is. with-pleaſure that I obſerys ſome 

laces, which have now been mentioned, 


he 
| 5 17 out for this important purpoſe. 1 could 


wiſh adac. that the ſeed of the goſpel 


were attempte 
a kind of irregular direction, paſſing along 


from the interior of Africa to the upper part of 


Hindoſtan, and there dividing into two diverg- 


ing lines, one duch Ff into Tartary, the o- 
ther paſſing through Perſia to the Cal pian 33 
From the arrangements of bh I am much 

inclined to think, however unlikely it may at 
preſent appear, that ſomething of 76 kind will 


de done before. the general converſion take place, 


and that it K. ke ſimple but powerful prepa- 
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to be ſown in various parts, in 


ſcale indeed is large and ex- 
tenſive; but were Chriſtians to unite their vi. 
IF n exertions, looking to the 2 5 Lord of 


V 
TE SA ITT 


! 


4 m 
> © 
w 
1 
{ 
1 
i 
We .- 
's 4 
Pl 
— + 
4 
5 
* 
. 
©: $7 
if 
"4 
. 
I 5 
WT 


STALE Sets 


2 
\ * 
4 LH. © 
. 
1 N 
* 
4 
* 1 
o * 54 
4 * * 
4 * 24 P 
© 1 
© o 
1.5% 5 
* 
F Us 
= 
a, vi 4 
7 Txt n 
- 
* 3 
: 
« . 
* 
4 
} . 
"Y. 
y z 
14 , 
Ty 
l C 
F. , 
9 
1 
1 
r 
> * 
y' 5 n 
wo N 
7 * 
5 
> IT. 
{ * 
FI d 
1 on A 
— 4 
2 
* 5 
4 £3 
” 
by -L 
" - 
* 1 
\ 
l 4 
* 
2 — 
4 
Ja 
4 5 
aa 
1 
. 4 
t Tz” 
4 
4 þ x 
TY 
4 
A 
> * 5 
* F 
2 144 
a 
4 4 
17 
T1. 
Wt 
11 
e 
ot „ 
4 
r 
* 
15 
IN. 
R 
Wa”. 
5. 
89 * [ 
x 7 
W 3 1 ; 
- 7 
\ 
a 
. 
1 
N 
af 
4 od 
fi 
* 
4 
. . 
* 1 a 
8 
* 1 
* 
7 
"0" 
* 
A 
. = 1 
$4 be 
' 
* 
8 
NN 
4. 4 
45 
* * 4 
Ly 
. 
17 8 
9 *. 
ALE 
G 
. 
8 
* ; 
+ 53 
1 8 
. 10 
Yo 
2. 
* * 4 
"Lets 
eas. 
Wh. 
** 
* 
it 
A 
1's 
BRIE 
_ 45 y 
= 
3 
Wk 
- 
, 1 
n 
| fg 4 
I I 
„ 
* 
* 
17 
my 1 
* 
„ 
417 
Ni 
. 
. 
36 5 
12 
1 
4 11 
7. 
* 
Sa.) 
"8; 


f 
. 
4 

v 

N 
1 

) 

: 
- 
*x 
T7 
1 
8 
17 
I i 
+4 
* : 
* * 
*1 
446 
+ 
'H 

, 
+ 42} 
ik 
* 
rail 

y / 

95 

_ 

, 

14 
: 
F t 
EH 
44530 
. 
_ 
Il. 
1 
* + 

* 
. 
+ £ 
10 
i 
$1 
#38 
$308; | 
S385 
1 
163 
"fx 
val "BY 
* 
* 
7% 
* 
* 
2 
£48 
A bf 
_ 
» . 
het: 
" 
= 
1 
1 
. 
1 
/ 
» 3:4 
"24 
415 
11. 
4 
. 
Heb 
"4 
. 
14 
4 
* 
. 
Fi Bl 


jected. | 

© To theſe general outlines of the miffionary | 

. progreſs, let me add an obſervation or two, up- 
on t 


1 
all for his favour and bleſſing in this work, 
churches might be planted in all theſe places, 
much ſooner perhaps than can eafily be imagin. 
ed. By the fame favour, by which they were 
once eſtabliſhed, they would fpread their light 
and influence all around them; continental 
churches having in this reſpect an advantage o- 
ver inſular ones, and thoſe regions being, in all 
probability, to be fruitful in converts. And 
when that awful concuſſion ſhall take place, by 
which the monſtrous Dagon of Eaſtern ſuperſti. 
tion ſhall be laid flat on the ground, then the 
deluded people muſt be ſtruck with the extraor- 
dinary ſecurity, and peace, and comfort, which 
God will adminiſter to his churches in the midſt 
of ſurrounding danger, their hearts will be open 
to conviction, and by a remarkable effuſion' of 
the Holy Spirit, by which the whole will be ac- 


companied, a prodigious ingathering will be un. 


10 Chriſt. in thoſe vaſt regions, where Satan has 
ſo long maintained an univerſal fway, much 
greater perhaps than in the weſtern parts, where 
the enemies of Chriſt, for their long and ſhock- 


* 


ing abuſe of the golpel, ſeem chiefly to be re- 


e character and ſpirit by which the ſcheme 


is at preſent diſtinguiſhed. It is altogether un- 
connected with the policy of this world. It 
ſtands upon the vantage ground of evangelical 
grace and truth, and looks for ſuccefs' and effi- 


cacy from theſe alone. It is going to a much 
greater extent than in former periods. It has 


engaged and united friends of Jeſus of almoſt 


every claſs, and in all the various conditions of 
life, in its important intereſts; and the ardour 


ER 

of devotion which is excited on its behalf, is ex- 
traordinary and fingular, and moſt of all remark- 
able at ſuch a time as this—Chriſtians in every 
| corner of the land meeting together in a regu- 
lar manner, and pouring out before the Lord 
their fervent and united ſupplications for the 
accompliſhment of all that he hath ſpoken of the 
extent and glory of the Redeemer's kingdom 
upon the earth, and for his bleſſing upon the 
means which he has ſuggeſted, and. which he 
will employ, -for bringing the nations to the 
knowledge of him. This I conſider as the moſt 


either of the importance of 'the converſion: of the 
world, or of that extraordinary grace which is 
neceſſary to it, or of the manner in which it is 
to be brought down from above. All theſe 
things Chriſtians knew formerly as well as at pre- 
fent. What reaſon then can be aſſigned why 
fuch a ſpirit was not poured out till now, if it 
be not that, my time of God's working is draws 
Let me beſeech you therefore, brethren, to 
continue inſtant zin your ſupplications, and to 
watch thereunto 'with all perſeverance; - and 
while you are imploring the bleſſing of God up- 
on the meaſures which are already taken, and 
his direction in every future deliberation, be con- 
cerned that many may be raifed up whom he 
will employ in this gracious and honourable 
work. The Harve/t iruly is great, but the labour- 
ers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the har- 
veſt, that he would ſend forth labourers into his har- 
veſt. | | 
ically, may we not preſume, that theſe pious 


hopeful and animating circumſtance that, attends 
it. No new diſcovery ſurely has been made, 
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reviving religion among ourfelyes, chat by. 
we e influence, our tranquillity will he pro, 


nged, and that our ſouls alſo will proſper, and 


90 l. in health, according to that ſacred proverhy 
He that watereth, ſhall be watered himſelf ? May 


we not likewiſe indulge the hope, 


that the ſamy 


ſpirit will be poured out upon all the Chriſtian 
churches, and that 1t will not be poured out in 
vain ? Thus the triumphs of the goſpel will bg 
advanced, the happineſs of the world WINE 


and Angels in Heaven will rejoice. - 


* 4 * 
* 


POS T 8 C R 1 
I 'cannot withhold from the Reader the following interell 


jog information from the Evangelical Magazine for Auguſt." 


cc 
40 


an Epiſco 


' 6 Since the laſt General Meeting the Directors have been 


unwearied in their exertions ; and, we are happy to ſay 


that, by the bleſſing of God, on their endeavours, the fir 


important Miſſion to the South Seas is nearly compleated, 
Having purchaſed an excellent ſhip called the Duff, and fits 
ted it up with proper accommodations, twenty-nine Mili 
ovaries in town and country were collected together, au 


folemaly ſet apart for the work of the Miſſion on 'Thurſday 


July 28, at Zion Chapel. Notice being given on the Sah 


bath preceding, ſeveral thouſands of people were aſſembled? 


long before the time of worſhip eommenced. So crowded 
and ſerious an aſſembly has been ſeldom ſeen on any occaſion. 
Ten! Miniſtep were engaged in the pleaſing and * 


Ainarz fervice: Three prayed, Dr. Hunter preached, and 


Dr. Williams delivered a ſolemn charge to the Miſſionaries: 
palian, a Scotch Seceder, a Preſdy terian, an Its 
dependent and a Methodiſt, united in the deſignation & 


the Miſßongries, addrefling them ſeverally in the following 


words . Vo, our beloved brother, and agreeably to this} 


holy c loukres a Bible into his hand,) publiſh 
the goſp 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to the Heathen, ac- 


S to your calling, gifts aud abilities, i in the name of 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt ;* to which e each re 
I will, God being my helper. ? 

*The diſcourſes will be publiſhed, loathe, _ the names 
of the Miniſters who were engaged, the Miſſionaries, who 
wexe ſet apart, and all the particulars of the ſervice, Ke. 


For "I R 


